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FROM THE ROER RHINE (25 February - 9 March)

I

Headquarters, lst Inf Division
Interview with Maj Farl Green, Ass't G-5
Held &t the division CP at VWunnenberg, Germeny, on 4 April 4o

Major Frenklin Ferriss, Interviewer

A history of the lst Div's drive from the Roer to the Fhine should
emphasize the following points:

1. The maneuver through the adjoining corps' sector whereby & frontal
assauly across the Roer River was avoided. This was well-coordinated and saved
a lot of lives. Our attack on the enemy's positions wes from the flank or the
rear, insteed of fromtally, as he had anticipated. / This view is shared by
Maj Reuben Johnson, Asst G-£ of III Corps, who, in speaking to llaj Ferriss
on 13 March, emphasized (1) the well-prepared field fortifications and steep
banks of the Roer, and (2) the surprise to the enemy which this meneuver
achieve@i?

2o Until the atteck reached the Cologne Ridge, east of the Erft Canal,
the terrain was as flat as & table. Advence across this terrain was wide open
to observetion from the towns that dotted the area, and unless hostile obser-
vation from these towns had been masked in sidme way, the movement of troops
across the intervening flat ground would have been very costly. The solution
generally employed by the lst Div was to attack under cover of darkness, clos-

ing with the enemy in each town before it was light. Where the schedule of the

operation would not permit a nig

the enemy's observation.

S5« While the regiments may M
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each of them varies their tactichegiee o | = A X _ " f’
achieve surprise. This principle rather than #hy set formula of atieck is the

important thing. liaj Green pointed to the £6 Inf as an example. This regt
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tends to leeave its armor behind on call when it mekes & night attack, seeking
to retain the element of surprise as long as possible. sut when the CO figures
that the men are dog-tired, and they have eny distence to go before reaching
their objective, he will mount them on the tanks and ID's. The same principle
holds in the matters of the use of &n ertillery preparestion and the time of
attack. Incidentally, each regt is permitted to choose its owvn H-hour (within
limits, of course). Various considerations within each regt meke one Hour
preferable to one regt, another hour prefersble to anocther regt. The division
coes not believe that the advantage of all regts attecking at the seme time

is controlling,

4. DBoth the division and the regimentel plans cslled for the leap-
frogging of the units. This gave battalions, and even regiments time to catch
& little rest and reequip before they resumed the attack; yet the division
attack continued without letup from 25 February through 9 March, |

O+ Credit for the quick reduction of Bonn must be shared equally
by the 16 Inf end the 18 Inf., The rapid drive of the 16 Inf into the town
under cover of darkness upset any plans for a perimeter é}enae of the town.
Yet this maneuver could not have been executed successiully if the 18 Inf had not
engeged the sizeable enemy forces in the vie of Duisburg, preventing them

from interfering with the 1€ Inf's reduction of the northern part of the town.
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FROM THE ROER TO THE RHINE (25 February - 9 March)

16 Inf, lst Inf Div

Maj Albert H. Smith, Jr., 8-3 (since 7 Nov 44)

Interviewed at CP of 16 Inf in Bornheim, Germany, 15 March :

Capt Franklin Ferriss, Interviewer '

/- MARRKED PMARP (/:50, 000 M3~ IHEE 75)

On 25 February the combat efficiency of the 16 Inf was
excellent, The regt was close to T/0 strength. Quite & few re-
placements had arrived since the last operation, however, and

this required extre leadership during the advance from the Roer

to the Rhine.
Lol Fardaate W Gkl SRR Q“Lm *ﬂlu&mi
_ f Bn CO's | ' : hmumi?;
Buw Pols  duaciaiatha CPanalion ' . "v‘
1st Bn - Lt Col Edmund F. Driscoll 3
24 Bn - Lt Col Walter Grant /fe, £ %,
3d Bn - Ma] Edward Woszenski “{;'

The 16 Inf had been chosen to spearhead the lst Div's
crossing of the Roer River. To avoid en assault crossing of
the river, it was planned to move the regt across on D plus 2
through the &th Div's sector on the left of the lst Div, then
attack south for the 16 Inf's initial objective, Kreuzau, In case
this plan should not prove feasible, 16 Inf wanlprupnrud to
cross one Bn by boat at Kreuzau. The schedule of supporting
fires rrnm.ﬁhn high ground west of the river was lmpressive:
In addition to normal artllery, the regt had 12 M-10 TD's,
L, quadruple 50 cal AA guns, 3 platoons of heavy mortars, one
chemical mortar company, all of which was to fire into Kreuzau.
For two days preceding the jump-off an M-12 SP 155 mm

£
howitzer had been pluEAngl?E;E;EEE‘Ttrungpnintl in Kreuzau and
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and the high ground east of the town, using a delayed fuse so
that the rounds would burst inside of the buildings thet were
being hit. A total of ebout 150 rounds were fired, and Maj Smith
rates this preparation aalvnry effective. He pointed out, however,
that the fire of an M-12 is very easy to spot; hence, it is
édviseable e L to . ans M“;

The lst Div has aduptad_;ha policy of having the same
companies of its tank battalion end its TD battalion work with
the same 1nrantry/m in each operation, Thus the 16 Inf
is elways teamed with Co A of the 745th Tank Bn and Co C of the
634th TD Bn. In turn, each battalion of the 16 Inf normally
works with the same platoon of tanks and TD's. This practice
has been followed so long that the Bn CO's regard their tank
and TD platoons as virtually organic aﬁppnrt. The result has

been excellent teamwork, and the Roer to Rhine operation was no

HIﬂﬂptiﬂ'ﬂ. LI»..H._tL- Cuﬂ‘l‘i‘?té._'\'h Bl aan cl
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25 February During the morning the 24 bBn wméisesseuppemihaw

urttie 1 Plat CaCE34%TY B
armor, followed by the 3d Bn endedsesssmer, crossed the Roer on

the 8th.Div's bridge north of Krauthausen and assembled in Niederau.
The 24 Bn team attacked for Kreuzau, two kms to the south, at

about 1230. The attack was preceded by & normal artillery pre-
paration, and the high ground east of Kreuzau was smoked to

deny the enemy observation. Attacking from the north, instead

of from the west, and gmploying armor, the 24 Bn had little
difficulty in overrunning the defenses of Kreuzau. The plﬁnnad

foot bridge north of Kreuzau was in by 1430, and by 1730 an

infantry support bridee constructed. The lst Bn crossed
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- that afternoon and assembled in Kreuzau. One reinforced company

of the 24 Bn was sent on to Drove, two kms SE of Kreuzau, that
afternoon and reported it clear by 2000. The 34 Bn attacked out
of Wright after the 2d Bn, with the mission of selzing

the wooded high ground to the east. The objective was not occu-
pied until early the next morning,l uhill:l,g' because of orientation
trouble in the woods. Though quite & few PWs were captured in

the foregoing Tighting, the enemy's resistance was not tenacious.

26 February At 0700 the 24 Bn in Drove received a counterattack
from the direction of Thum. The -n;my'n strength was about one
unmpany of infantry supported by four tenks. The attackers actually
got intu the town of Drove and knocked out one M-l tank and one
=10 TD. By 0800, however, the enemy was driven out, with two of
his tanks destroyed. The 24 Bn went on to take Soller that duy
morning, providing the 1st and the Jd ' Bns with their LD's for
their raﬁpautiv- attacks that afternoon. The lst Bn pushed one

km south to Frengenheim (the lst Bn's first objective since the
operation began), while the 34 Bn moved three kms east to seize
Vettwels. These latter two attacks had been ordered by division

‘headquarters for that afternoon, though the 16 Inf would have

preferred to wait until it had the concealment of darkness. The

1st Bn menaged to take its objective without haary fighting; but

the 34 Bn fought 12 hours to capture Vettwelis.
Preceding the 34 Bn's attack, harassing fire had been
Also
placed on Vettwels over & unnlidtrah;n period of time. Rhmm the

town and various points of observation were smoked to hide our

- movements from the enemy. But the defenders had good Anti-tank

protection; several 88 mm EER;;\TH mm SP AT gun (excellent)
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made things rough for the tanks working with the 34 Bn. They de-

ployed off the road, and thiu resulted in aarnral of them bog-
OBera A~ere j'xc (2P

ging down. So the infantyy had to & coordinated assault by

rushing to get into town. Casualties were ruirly high, about 100

Maj Smith thought,

27 February Vettweis had been cleared only a few hours when
the 34 Bn was ordered on to take Gladbach, three kms+to the NE.
Jumping at 0500, the attackers got to the town under the cover
of darkness. The cleaning out of the town, however, was delayed
Dy xkm very plentiful mines. Even after the roads were pronounced
clear, two vehicles and their Occupants were lost by pulling just
slightly off the road, Maj Smith feels that the combat engineers
did the best possible under the conditions Rl ss semi-darkness),
and that the road should have been reswept.

Thereaf ter the 3d ©n was given the mission of
teking the two villages immediately north of Gladbach, while
the 24 Bn,wmasxkRaugitxup being fresher, was brought up to seize
& bridgehead east of the Neffel River. The 26 Inf was to attack
out of this bridgehead the first thing the next morning, which
meant that the 24 Bn had to secure the ground in time to let the
engineers build & bridge before daylight. "@etting across the
Neffel was a little sticky - - we used two companies - - waded
across = - took sbout 50 PWs- - the bridge was in bfrz'rﬂﬁoo.

The 34 Bn was on its objectives north of Gladbach by 2800.

oMaRel After the 26 Inf past through the 16 Inf, the latter

regt had three days of rest - "just about time to get our vehicles,

2apons cleaned up”.

tanks, and TD's back, and oug



March The 16 Inf moved to Weilerwist under orders to relieve
the armored infantry in the town. The lst Bg moved in first under
darkness. The armored infantry apparently had not been advised
of the relief. The other two Bns were brought up to Friesheim,
and xk later the 3d Bn wes pulled up to Weilerwist.

-6 March The axis of attack was still east and a 1little north.
This meant crossing the Swist River (a tributary of the Erft) |
and ascending the wooded slopes of the "Cologne Ridge"™. At the
point where the 16 Inf attacked, this ridge is about 4 kms across
and approximately 30 feet high:r than the plain on either side of
it, The biggest problem for the lst and 34 Bns wes the lack of
one decent road across the ridge in their sectors. Soil traffice-
bility was not good at this time, end the movement of armor was
slow. The troops plugged along most of the day, &11rnight, and
did not call & halt till about 1200 the next day. They weremall iny
but they held the vital high ground commending the Cologne plain
and controlled most of the eastern slopes down to the plain,

Meanwhile, the 24 Bn had captured Metternich with the
help of a smoke screen and then extended its line east through
the woods atop the Cologne ridge to protect the south flankg
of the 1st Bn. The &l Bn took the heaviest casualties in the regt,
about 130, chiefly due to tree-bursts,

After the lst and 34 Bns had taken the towns on the
eastern slopes, the 24 Bn attacked and captured the four villages

to the SE before dark on this second day of the attack. The axii was
now south, the ultimate objective Bonn,

March The 24 Bn paused only long enough to effect necessary

reorganization, Around 2400 ff for Bornheim and by 0630




3N &xm was pushed through
the 2d_Bn and took Rolsderf and Alfter. Resistance was light
in all three of these towns., The key factor was friendly control
of the high ground overloocking all of them. The h? Inf is be-
lieved to be the friendly force that held the ground.
In preparation for thh attack from Alfter into Bonn,
scheduled for the following day, the M“S‘a ren company relieved

tha_lat Bn and the latter was brought to Alfter,

Attack on Bonn (8-9 March)

16 Inf had the mission of advancing from the towns
of Rolisdorf and Alfter and snizing*roughly the northern half
of Bonn. On its right the 18 Inf was to attack simultaneously
to secure the southern half of the town., However, the two regi-

physical

ments were not in/contact with each other, the high ground on
tha/xnr the 16 Inf not having been seized by the 18 Inf
prior to the start of the attack on’'Bonn.

The 16 Inf's attack got under way at 080400, the
34 Bn pushing out from Roisdorf and the lst Bn from Alfter.
The approximately three kms between these towns and Bonn were
across flat terrain; hemmay and since the enemy had a lot of SP and
20 mm AA guns covering this ground, a daylisht attﬁuk would
have have been costly. By attacking before it waalaaéﬂi however,
this defense was almost entirely nullified. The surprise factor
was increased by an early morning heze and by keeping the tanks
in the rear, The lst Bn ran into about 200 Jerries in the suburb |
of Dranadnr£ and it took a while to capture thufh:ngngat going.

But the 3d Bn, under the pressure of the regimental/commanders,

moved rapidly. Disregarding g;'f ks, it kept pressing until




i

by 0700 it had reached the Rhine. This dash was the key factor
in the taking of Bonn. Fortunately, the men were feeling a bit
cocky, not having encountered much resistance in any of the towns
teken during the preceding two days. Pressure from regimentel
and battalion headquarters was also a very important factor.

Once in Bonn, the 3d Bn was swmmg ordered to swing
lert.ﬂnd face north, Soon its rear was protected by the lst Bn,
which came into the city by the same route from the NW and then
Taced south roughly along the Bonn-Alfter road., In the case cf
both Bans, .the supporting tanks followed the infentry into town.
A pocket of resistance at the west end of the bridge held out
all day, despite efforts by both Bns to reduce it. During this
time the 24 B{Tziﬂ&ning out pockets of resistance left behind
by the other two Bns. Despite the presence of & 1arg¢.Amﬁr1caﬁ
force in the town, the defenders on the outskirts continued to
man their guns. No vehicles were safe on the regimental MSR
until after dark. Finally, at 1800 the 24 Bn was ordered to
cease mopping up,amsg move into ths uity, and attack the hostile
force akxkhm protecting the bridge from the south. This the 24
Bn proceeded to do; but before the foroce could be reduced, the
enemy blew tha'briagi. The demolition qcuurrcd sometime betwsen
2000 &nd 2100. What was left of the dcfending force either got
away in boats, leaving their egipument, or were captured. All
three Bns were on the river front thet night,

{he next morning was spent going through the houses

of Bonn, picking up PWs. No real resistance was encountered

anywheres. By noon the city was entirely in American hands




SEEBEF:J
Per Corps order, no aertillery was used on Bonn proper. As it

turned out, none was needed, in Maj Smith's opinion.

Once the Americans secured the high ground west of Bonn,
the capture of the city was & certainty. Nevertheless, the

resistance was less than anticipated.

The 16 Inf got no close-in support of importance from
the Air Corps duringrthii operation,

R RN g
Franklin Ferriss, Capt., AUS
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FROM THE ROER TO THE RHINE ( 25 February = 9 March )

1l6th Infantry, lst Infentry Division.
Captain Fred W. Hall, Jr. - S=2

Interviewed at CP of 1l6th Infantry in Bornheim, Cermany
16 March 1945.

Captain Franklin Feriss, Interviewer.

Most of the time during thls operation the 16th Infantry was in
contact with the 385rd Division. The 3rd Parachute Division wsas
identified on the Right Flank after the 2nd day of crossing the river
and continued to be identified periodically during the opersation.

The 62nd Volks Grenadler Division was identified during the last 10
days of the operestion. -

Reslstance was spotty. The enemy lacked good artillery support,
except during the period of approasching and crossing the ERFT RIVER.
He did have & good meany assault guns and some tanks. Then, too, most
of the towns were protected by mines in the roads and slong the shoul-
ders and Jjust about every town had on® or more log barricades. The
latter, however were no real barriers for the infantry. It was an
engineers' job, though, to pull enough logs aside so that tanks could
get through.

The 16th Inf. received a lot of fire from its exposed south flank
during the advance from the Roer to the Neffel - both SP and artillery
fire. Weak counterattacks were numerous, nnﬁ]ﬁﬂa only heavy counter-
atteck came up from Thum toward our positions in Drove early in the
operation. Altogether resistance wes less than anticipated.

According to the IPW Team, the 16th Inf. took 1701 PWs from 25
February through 9 March 1945. Of this number, 1021 were captured in
Bonn or its vicinity. Twenty to thirty different units were repre -
sented in this latter haul.

The Defense of Bonn Bonn was defended by remnants of the 62nd Va Div.
plus the 2bord Replacement Regiment commended by Ceclonel Feind plus
Combat School Army Croup "B" originally in Sechtem, plus numerous
stragglers thrown together in rather ineffectlve Faempfgruppes &and
representing 8 multitudeg of units. Their chief support ceme from

AR Bns = the 222nd AAA Bn (light) was one - and at least one heavy
AAA Bn. The 106th Panzer Rrigade was also contacted in RBonn. Seven
tanks and 3 asssult guns from this unit came down from Cologne to
help in the withdrawal action.
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Incidentelly, the police of the Cologne and Dusseldorf area also
came down and were committed as the 4th Police Battalion. They
were low quality troops. The police of Bonn were never committed
s & unit. Volksturmer units were never encountered as effective
fighting groups.

Colonel Heimann, the CO of the remnants of the 62nd VG Div.,
was captured in Bonn. A Zenersl Bothner weas in charge of the de-
fense of Ronn.

The plan of defense called for two defense rings: (1) A peri-
meter ring, and (2) An inner ring (the city itself). The first ring
wes plerced before its organization was complete; the second was
never organized at all, ¥he main resistance in the city seemed to be
in the neture of a covering action for a withdrawal.

Personnel casualties_auffg;ed bz the 1l6th Infantri.

KTIA MIA WIA
Of ficers 1 0 8
EM Eﬁ lé 280

37 13 2886

Frun k. erras

Frenklin Ferriss, Capt., AUS
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FROM THE ROER TO THE RHINE (27 Februsry - llarch 9)

18 Inf, lat Inf Div
lilaj Sam Carter, S-=2
Capt Ldward W. McGreger, S=3
li/Sgt David W. Parker, Operations Sergeant
Bonn, Germany, 14 March 1945

Capt Franklin Ferriss, Interviewer

l - MARKED MAP (/:50,000 - 3~ SHEETS)

The 18 Inf had been assembled in division reserve NE of
Vicht (962390) for at least 10 days prior to its crossing of the
Roer River. Combat efficiency wés exceptionally high., On 22 February
the regt got & new CC, Lt Col John Williamson, who had previously
been CO of the 2/18. The 18 Inf was, by division plan, to follow
the other two regts across the Roer; hence, no program of special=-

ized training was undertaken.

20=27 February On the night of 26=~27 February the lst and 24 Bns,

in that order, crossed the Roer over the lst Div's bridge just

north of Krauthausen., They moved immediately to assembly areas in
and Jjust west of Stockheim, taking over from the 28 Inf, 8th Inf Div.
The 3d Bn did not cross until after daybreak. By then the 1st Bn o
had already jumped off for its initial objective, Jacobwulleshein,

- two kms east of Stockheim. Only very light resistance was encoun-
tered, and the town wes secured by the time it was really light.

SO0 patrols were sent forward to the lst Bn's next ﬂbjacti?e, Kelz,
about 23 kms further east. The terrain surrounding Kelz, like

practically all the terrain between the Roer and the Erft in the

T .
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1st Div's sector, is "as flat as a billiard table”. Hence, during
good visibility, which cherecterized the opening days of the
attack, the enemy could observe any advance in the direction of
the town and subject it to heavy artillery,Ei&dmﬁitar/fﬁre4 The
patrol found that it could not gel across the open ground in
daylight because of this observed fire, so the ettack was gilven
up until dark. liaj Certer commented: "When there's no conceé&lment
or cover, you've pnt to atteck at night. “he primary thinps.nmw
ere Germen artillery and mortar. Jerry infantry is almost & thing
of the past".

Thus the first real attack for Kelz began that evening
about 2200. Contrary to typicél 18 Inf tactics, an artillery pre-=
peration wes placed on the towi. (The CO of the 18 Inf and the
cOt's of the 24 and 34 Bns feel that in & night attack where some
element of surprise is sought, the use of artillery serves chiefly
to alert the hostile defenders of the town. IHence, it is used
only if absolutely necessary.)

Two roads run from ¥mXX Jakobwullesheim tO Kelz,
roughly parallel to each other. The plan of attack, which worked per-
fectly, was to mount one rifle company on half of the 1lst Bn's
tanks and TD's and have this force attack down one road, while
simulteneously eanother rifle company wes riding the remaining
tanks and TD'S down the other road. Both forces got across the
open approaches to Kelz without difficﬁlty, and once in the town,
our firepower was way too much for the defenders. Resistance was

light. The tactics were so successful that they became S0p for

51l 18 Inf attacks up to the Erft Canal. The createst hazard proved

to be the loss of the lead V ines. Only one vehicle
| 555&5?,1 |
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would be lost in this menner, however, for as soon &s & minefield
was discovered, the supporting engineers would sweep the road under
the concealment of darkness and the overwatching armor. Inciden-
tally, these tactics avoided any difficulties due to poor soil
trafficability.

AS soon as the town of Kelz was taken, the 2d and 3d
Bns, with the rifle companies riding the tanks supporting these
batﬁaliuns, moved out for their respective objectives. The 24 Bn
reached its LD by going through Frauwullesheim and Eschweiler uber
Feld (previously taken by the 8th Inf Div), whence it advanced
approximately 4 kms to establish a bridgehead east of the Neffel
River. The bridee here was seized intact, and the bridgehcad secured
by daylight of 28 February.

The 3d Bn past through the 1st Bn in ¥elz, took Irres-
heim without a fight, and when relieved there by Company A, went on
to secure its bridgehead east of the Neffel River, including both
Norvenich and Hochkirchen. The combination of enemy artillery and
& blown bridge at Norvenich, which prevented the tanks and TD's
from moving across with the infantry,slowed the attack and kept
the 3d Bn from seizing the woods east of the Neffel while it was
dark. Rather than risk observed fire, the 34 Bn took it easy the

rest of the day (28 February), i.e., until dark.

Night of 28 February The 1lst Bn relieved the 34 Bn in Hoch=

kirchen and went on to attack Darweiler and Pingaheim{ 2=73 kms

to the east. Darweiler fell without difficulty, but Company C

2ot pinned down north of Pingsheim and took a number of casual=-

ties., The main fire power in Pingsheim consisted of four artillery




pieces, all of which were concentrated on the NW side of town.
When Company B attacked the town from the south, 1t got in without
difficulty énd reported the town clear by 0623. Incidentally, the
civilians in Pingsheim said thet the Americans had arrived "two
days ahead of time",

lMeanwhile, the 3d Bn completed the reduction of its
objective of the night before, the woods east of Norvenich, and
the 2d Bn attacked to take Rath and then Wissersheim. Company G
jumped from its LD on the edge of the woods at <<30. Reslistance

was negligible in both towns.

Night of 1 Merch The mission of pushing on to the final regi-

mental objective, the line of the Erft Canal and Roth River, was
given to the 3d Bn. It past through the 2d Bn in Wissersheim
and started for Gymnich shortly before 2400. The usual meneuver
of putting the infantry on the armor snd then "barreling down
the road" was employed. This took the 3d Bn through llellerhof,
where the enemy for some unknown REBXEEANEAXREE reasnﬁ put up a
fight. By daylight, however, the 3d Bn had gotten through to
Gymnich and reported the town clear. Neither here nor atuany
Other town between the Roer and the Erft was the 18 Inf counter-
attacked. (Addendum: 324 Cav Ren S5Q tookllerrig before the 3d Bn
advagnced against Gymnich, thus protecting 3d Bn's south flank.

Resistance was inconsequential.)

The 18 Inf held the Erft-Roth line without incident
until reldéeved by the 1l4th Cav Group. Then on 7 llarch it assembled

in the vic of Buschhoven (462318) in prepsretion for its second

mission, the capture (togeth 16 Inf) of Bonn.
' iﬂgﬁﬁ* '
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The Reduction of Bonn (8-=9 March)

As a result of III Corps' capture of the Remagen bridge,
1st Div's southern boundary was bent sharply south to include
the town of Bonn, which formerly had been in IXXXERXPIXXIXTXIXX
igxIngxuasxxixanxa 9th Inf Div's sector. 18 Inf wes given a cor-
ridor on the extreme right of this new 1lst Div sector. Its ob-
jective was the southern half of Bonn. 16 Inf was on its lefd,
with the northern half of Bonn as its objective.

The 1lst Bn spearheaded the regt's attack, jumping

off at 0804L00. Its LD was approximately 4 kms g:ﬁ:?the outskirts
of Bonn, and its route of approach was astride the Buschhoven=-Bonn
road. This road was the only feasible ISR for an attack employing
armor, but it had the decicded disadvantage of being flanked on both
sides by high ground. The enemy had orgenized an MLR west of
Duisdorf (a suburb of Bonn), siting a number of SP and a great
many 20 mm AA guns in prepared positions on this high ground. So
the 18 Inf, which hed not fought up to its LD (as did the 16 - Int),
but rether inherited it from the 9th Inf Div, definitely did not
attack Bonn from high ground.

Companies B and C, in the lead, had a short sharp
fight breaking through the enemy LLR west Ol Duisdorf. The defen=-
ders consisted principally of two training battalions [ZSD—BDanach),
which presumably had been billeted in the two berracks on the
east side of Duisdorf. Their plentiful supply of 20 mm AA guns
made it necessary for the attacking infantry tO move cautiously,

keeping an eye out fur'cuvar at all times. B Company finally

worked itself into the cover of the northern half of Duisdorf,

and A Company took the south part of the town. From there
i SQFRELE‘
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Company C launched an attack on the barracks SE of the town. These had
to be cleaned bullding by buiding, and then C went on and cap-

tured Lengsdorf. The company's final objective was the high ground
east of Lengsdorf, which commanded the entire vicinity. This

ground was "hot", with plenty of automatic and SP fire to bhe
neutralized before it could be overrun. After a patrol from C

was turned back, the assault on the town was given up till the

next day.

One reason for postponing the assault was that both
the 2d Bn and the 3d Bn(less Company K), which had jumped off from
Duisdorf shortly after the lst Bn got the town, had successfully
overrun the outdkirts of Bonn and were well into the town. The
only stiff fight in this advance was the reduction of the
other barracks, NE of Duisdorf, which succumbed to the fire of
Company G. Inside xzhexkmwm Bonn itself, resistance was light
and sporadic. The 24 and 3d Bns reached & line roughly along

the main KRR that runs through town.

On 9 lMarch the rest of Bonn was taken without any
real fighting. liost of the enemy had pulled out during the night.
The others surrendered as soon as discovered, or before. The high
eround east of Lengsdorf, which had been so "hot" the previous
afternoon, fell to Company K without a shot being fired.

PWs stated that there had been a plan to counterattack
the 18 Inf as it advanced. There was to be a double envelopment,
using 400 infantry and 25 tanks. llaj Carter doubts that the enemy
had this many tanks. Those they did have apparently ran out of

gas, Several were found in the vicinity with empty tanks.

Lo
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Resistance The resistance encountered, which was light for the

most part, wgs about what was anticipated. The enemy's organi-
zation of the terrain, as indicated on the over-printed 1:25,000
lnaps, proved to be substantially accurate. The main opposition
came from SP ghins, with 20 mm AA guns playing an important part
on the outskirts of Bonn., No paratroopers were encountered. The
principal identification was the 12 VG Div and some elements of
the 353 VG Div. Between 25 february and 13 llarch PWs totalled

17 officers and 1027 El.

Casualties (secured from the regimental S-1)

KIA MIA WI1A Total
Officers O 2 1 14
El 5 L5 152 202
* 216

Addendum In taking Bonn proper, lst Div was under VII Corps. A
T

Corps gger prohibited the use of artillery on the town itself

except upon special permission from VII Corps. (Mlaj Carter
suggested that this was bucause of the many hospitals and civilians
in Bonn.) The town fell so easily that there was no necessity

for Eskiﬁg VII Uorps to relax this prohibition.

.

Franklin Ferriss, Capt.,AUS.

Sases
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FROM THE ROER TCO THE RHINZ (25 Februery = © Mearch)

26th Inf, lst.Inf Div

Interview with Capt Gadric Ae Lafley, S8-2 (since Octest44)

geld at the regt'l CP &% Bruchhausen (859228), Germeny, 16

J;Iilrj!h#-ﬂ#fﬂ MA P (/1:56,000 - 5 PRELTS)

capt Franklin Ferriss, Interviewer

(NB = The original report of the interview with Capt Lafley

was checked and corrected on 24 March by Capt Lafley =nd

Major Henry Clisson, S=3., All corrections have been 1in-

corporated in the following account.)

The 26 Inf wes not in ﬁpeak condition" prior to this operation .
This view is baced on the fact thet the regt had had only one day
when it was not in contact with the enemy since its hard fight to
brecch the ?iegfriad Line.- wfor a second time™ = in the early part
of February, Reinforcements had come in since then, but the regt was
not guite up to T/0 strength.

the 26 Inf held a battalion front west of the Roer prior to
35 February. Opposite them was the 25%3rd VG Div, particulerly, the
g4lst Regt, which had beesn holding the Roer River line since NOVa.,
1944. These German: troops had not suffered much, despite cur herass-~
ing ertillery. They lived eltier in comfortable besements or 1n
well dug shelters. They1had had plenty of time to lay mines &nd
orepare good defensive positions. The 26 Inf was femiliar with these
latter, &5 a result or rsconnalssance, aerial photos, and the over-
srinted 1:25,000 meps.

The 26 Inf's initiel mission was to clean out a pocket east
of the Roer River formed by a bend in the river on the extreme right

of the lst Div's sector. The most important partd of this nmission was

the seizing of Hill 888, which dominated mueh of the terrain west
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of the river, pufticulnrly gFel-G AL aubach. This high ground
was known to be well defended. To avoid & frontal assauit, the plan
called for the 26 Inf to cross on the 16 Inf's bridge north of
KreuzoM. The 3rd znd 2nd battalions crossed over this bridge during
the afternoon and évening of 25 Februery, as they were to "carry
the ball" in the next day's attack. The lst Bn held the regt's
sector west of the river until the.advances of the an and. ord Bus
on the eas; side made further defense unﬁauessary.. The lst Bn

crossed at Udingen at 261200 Feb.

Attack on 26 February The 5d Bn was the spearhead. It Jjumped off

from & LD on the south side of Kreuzam before daylicht. With tanks
fullmwing, it moved into Udingen under cover of derkness and without
difficulty. Seven PWs were captured in the cellars of the town.
From Udingen the 3d Bn went on to Boich. The attack on Boich weas

a two company affalr. cumpanyL‘ﬂg:;§§§;£2:§ﬂa rest of the &d Bn
before getting to Udingen and marched east to Drome. The plan was
for it to attack Boich from Drome, while Company K pushéd off from
Udingen. Compauly K's attack went well. Like the attack on Udingen,
it was not préceded by an artillery preparation. Since artillery
support was being used by the friendly units attacking on both lef%t -
and right flanks, the failure of the 26 Inf to use artillery achievéd
a certain amount of surprise. Company L, however, got involved in
alsh&rp ficht as it was moving out of Drowe Dbetween 0700 and 080C0.
At this juncture the enemy launched an infantry counterattack sup-
ported by tenks in an effort to throw the 16 Inf out of Drowe. It
hit Compeany L on thé flank when it was not in a tactical formetion,
and the result was a hard fight in which three plstoon leaders,

three platoon sergeants, and the first sergeant became casualties,

[
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ﬂﬁ company K cleared Udingen, the 2d Bn caume through &nd attacked

& Hill 388, via Rath and Leversbach. The enemy's prepared pos-
itions were only partly outflanked by this attack from the east.r

Also ﬁﬁe defenders had lots of mortar fire at their disposal,; 4 or

5 sp guns, and the artillery fire from the SE was heavy and well-
adjusted. The morale of the 94lst Regy (3534 VG Div) at this stage

of the operatlon was gnmd.- Altogether, the 24 Bn took considerable
casuelties in capturing their objective. Company G hed & perticularly

hard time securing Rath. Total casualties Ior the regt on 26 Feb-

ruary were 6 KIA and 46 WIA. Thls was the highest figure for one
day in the entire advance Ifrom the Reer to the Rhine. Prisoners
captured thot dey were also the mos%t of any day: 26%.

Another notable point in the 26 Inf's reduction of its initial
objective east of the Roer wes that the enginesrs removed in the
neighborhood of 1000 schu mines from the east bamk of the river in
the 26 Inf's sectore. Had the regt tried to force its way.thru these
minefields, it would have run into & lob of t rouble. Altogether,
capt Lafley feels that the regt accomplished its mission as quickly
end with as few casualties as possible.

After securing the above objectiveson 26 February, the 26 Inf
had only @ holding mission on the 1lst Divt's exposed right flenk,

taking over towns from the 16 Inf.

The attack on Jrp (1 March) The regt's freshest Bn, the lst, was

chosen to take LATrpPe Gladbach,.which had just been c aptured by the
16 Inf, was bthe assembly area. Jumping off at 1800 from a LD e&ast
of the Neffel River, Compenies B and C, with their tanks left behind

on call, advenced towamd Zrp on either side of the Gladbach-Erp roed.

Sad
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Combat enginecrs cams right behind the infantry, sweeping the rocd
for mines to permit the &anks to come quick as soon as their help
was needed. No artillery preparation was employed. (In short, a

typical 26 Inf tank-Infantry attuck was exigRuted. )

No artillery fire interdicted the advance of the two asaaﬁlt
companies. The attackers were also fortunzte in nﬂt_running into
any mines. Howsver, the Luftwaffe was out that night and ths 1st
Bl took a number of casualtics frnm.ﬁﬂmbing and strafing. The frunt
line troops were given no AA protection at all. (According to what
the 26 Inf wasgs tmldlthis was due to the faet that friendly night
fighters were in'tha vicinity.) ZErp itsslf was not easy. It was
protected by communicstion trenches on the outskirts of town, &as
egerial photos had shown, and the trenches were manned by a couple
of fresh training Bns. Their small arms and mortar fires were backed
by four 88 mm guns. The fight lested all night and well into the
morning of 2 March. The lst Bnt's tanks end TD's gave invalucble SUp=
port in driving the defenders from their positions, but the four

88 mm guns did succeed in pulling out to the sast.

2 lMarch The 3d Bn joined the 1st Bn in Erp during the daye. Neither

Bn was given the mission of clearing the pateh of woods 1% kms ST of
irp, a8 spme was not in the regimental s ector. Thig, 16 latter
proved, was a missed nppuﬁtanity. For in taking Bruhl on 7 March,
the 2d Bn captured Col Hans fartin, CO0 of the 941st Regt, who stated
thet his CP during the battle for Erp was located in this peteh of
woods. In facih, Col Mar%in stayed at this CP with cnly 21 ﬁﬂn for

<4 hours after Zrp fell, waiting for permission from higher head-

quarters to withdraw. A company of armored infaﬁtry,Eichrding [ve)
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Col Mertin, pasced right by the house in which his CP was located.

From Erp the 26 Inf's axis of advance was Lechenich-Liblar -
Bruhl. The 3d Bn shoved off from Erp in another night e ttack with-
out artillery preparation, commeneing about 1900. Again no ertillery
fire interdicted tﬁe advances But Lechenichh was protected by &an

efffctive anti~tank obstccle, the Roth Rivera® :It was only:five

‘yarda across at most, but all bridges hed bgen blown, and so the

infentry had to do most of the cleaning out of Lechenich by them-
selves. The atiack had to be presscd, for the 2cd Bn was scheduled
to aﬁtadk out Df Lechenich fﬁr Libiar and Blessem prior to daylight.
The supporting enginecsrs had a busy night of ite In additlion to
installing a treadway bridge over the Roth during derkness, they
haﬂ/EEMG?E a couple of log barricades that effectively blocked the
main rocad through lLechenichs This problem had besn foreseen, and

a bulldozer was at hand to expedite the removal of the logs. Still,
each one was about an hmui% job, and the work had to be don® while
the infantry was clecring out the towne In fact, Pijs wers still
being captured as late &as dajiight. (Gapﬁ Lafley mentioned the 48
Inf (12 VG Div) as being prominent in the fight for Lechenich,

They could not have put up a great deal of resistance, for the 4&d

Bn took only 3 casualties.)

Breaching the Erft River Line, 3-4 llarch

The road from Lechenich to Liblar runs due east two KmsS &cross
table=flat terrain, then crosses the Ef#ft River and turns NI to
Liblar, which is about one km beyond the Erft. Thelrivar-is a most
effectivé anti-tank obstacle, being EB-EQ yards wide at this point.

mast of Liblar the ground rises gradually for two to thres kms,

B




s

until it re.ches the crest of tha Gulﬁgne Ridge, some 40 meters
above the plain west of the irft. The combination of the river
and the commanding ground east of it ﬁake this a natural defensive
line. The Germans had dug & lot of trenches on this high groungd,
and had fresh troops prepared to man them., The latter fact,las

well as the location of the trenches, was known 1ln advances

col Seitz, the CO of the 26 Inf, gave his 24 Bn, which had not
had an offensive mission since it captured Hill 388, the job of
eracking this line. Both Blessem end Liblar were included in the
2d Bnts goose-egg, and & simultaneous assault on both was planned.
Blessem was Company G's objective, while Liblar was the goal of
Cos E and Fe The attack commenced at 0350445 March. The infantry
covered the two kms to the Brft and waded across before it was
light. Company F had "quite a show™ just west of Liblar, but the
men got into town before it was light end procesded to clear it out
by themselves.

The bridge site on the Lechenich -~ Libler road wasg under too
much fire to permit the construction of a bridge during daylight.
Fortunately, though, the bridge at Blessem was only partly de-
mnolished, and after Company G had Blessem and its environs thoroughly
cleared, enginesrs threw a treadway across the site here. It opened
to traffic at 1630.

I That morning however, the enemy leunched the only major counter-
attack received by the 26 Imf during its advence from the Roer to
the Rhine. A?aut two companies of infantry and five tanks advanced
on Liblar from the SE and NiZ. OQur defensive fires = small arms,

| morters, and prepared artillery concentrations - stopped the hostile

%?ﬁﬁgﬁ-




infantry; but with no American armor sast of the Erft, the German
tenks got into town and roamed around for some time. They finally
withdrew after it became clear that the supporting infantry could
not reach the town. In repulsing this e ttack, five battalions of
artillery, including 155 mm.huwitaars, fired continuously from 1200
to 1255. It was the toughfest fight the 26 Inf had betwesn the Roer
and the Rhine.

Originally, the plan was for the 26 Inf to push on from Liblar
to Bruhl to the Rhine. But the ewing that the regt captured Liblar,
orders were received to proceed south, seize Bliesheim, and ‘malke
& second crossing of the Erft River at that point. The reason given
for this was thet the unit on the right of the 26 Inf was having e
rough time crossing the Zrft in its sector; that the enemy's re-
inforcements were coming down the Buskirchen = Cologne road; and
thet this road must be cute The 26 Inf had had a difficult time
that day in securing a bridgehesad east of the Trft, and was not keen
to do the job over again at Bliesheim, (As it turned out, the regt
probably avoided a lot of trouble by swinging south and they avoid-
ing the "badlands™, the open pit mines east of Liblar. There were
two strong_points in there that would have been tough if attacked
frantally,)

At 032400 March - two hours after orders were received from

division headquartarﬁ-?

('the lst Bn attacked out of Lechenich to capture Bliesheim,

three kmes to the SE. Agein there was no ertillery preparztion and
the Bn got into town withouf much difficulty. The enemy's real
defenses were not in Blliesheim, but on the high ground gast of the

town and the Irft River, which flows on the east side of Bliesheim.

e




The bridge was, as usual, blown, but the first Bn waded zcross and
overran these defenses before it was light, ¢ epturing most of the
8th Co, 8d Bn, 4th Fortress Regt. It was discovered that thHe line
of trenches was not completely dug, and furthermore, not even all

those which had been dug were manned.

_The lst Bn continued east towatd the Zuskirchen-Cologne high-

. WEYe Company A in the lead soon found that it had only broken the

enemy's first line of defense. Between the railroad znd the high=
way two composite companies of the 353rd Div put up a determined
fight to hold the highway open. Company A was reinforced by a
platoon from C, and together they fought 24 hours to get to where
they could interdict the highway by fire.

- While the 1lst Bn wae battling on 4 March to cut the highway,
the 2d Bn clecred Ober Libler end the faciory areas east and north
of that town. As anticipated, the battalion Tfound, and ceaptured
here what remained of the two companies that had attacked Liblar
the previous morning. They belonged to the 3d Bn of the 4th Fortress
Regt. (This battalion, it should be noted, was relatively fresh,

not having been committed west of the Erft.)
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The next mission given the 26 Inf was to seize the line Bruhl-
Trippelsdorf and then advance eagt in zone to the Rhine. The 24
Bﬂ.haﬁ to be left to contain the enemy east of Liblar, so the 3d
Bn was brought around on the right of the 1st Bn, 2 kms east of
Bliesheilm. Then at dﬁlabﬂ Mareh the 3d Bn atté%gd for Walberberg,

Schwadorf, and Trippelsdorf, and simultaneously the lst Bn went for

Badorf, Pingydorf, and Dorf.

R -~ S




The enemy's principal defense on the Cologne Ridge consisted
of 20 mm AA guns, which had besn moved into previously prepared
positions. These wers of value, however, only until tanks uuulg
be brought up. Thusg the hardest fight was the Gagtufa of ¥ he main
RJ 1n Dorf. The 1lst Bn's tanks were held up by a demolition Job
on the Fuskirchen - Bruhl highway, whi®h was their axis of advance.
S0 the infantry went shead without the tanks and ran into a stubborn
infantry defense aided Dy AA guns at the RJT at Dorf. This strongpoint
was cracked only when the road was repaired and the lst Bn's tanks
arrived. Then the hostile infantry gave up almost at mnca;3pecifiually

about 060900 Marche. (This is typical, according to Major Clisson)

The defending troops were composed of some 30 different units,
and it took some hard Tighting to neutralize their fire. From the
1D east, however, the lst and 34 Bns were attacking from high ground,
and thisiwaa an importent asset. By mid-morning both Bns hed secured

their objectives.

The Capture of Bruhl, 7 March

The 2d Bn was relieved in the viec of Liblar and Ober Liblar on
the 6th by elements of the 1l4th Cavalry Group. The Bn moved by motor
to Pingsdorf the same evening end ®mttacked for the finzl regimental
objective, Bruhl, at 070600, To everyone's surprise, the battalion
went through Bruhl "like a dose of sal+s". Only one American was
wounded in teking the town. The Germans' morale hag obviously gone
to hell. It whs on this attauck thit Col Hans Martin, CO of the 94l1st

. Reg&%, was captured. Martin was outspoken in his praise of the 26 Inf's

night attacks. [ %%ﬁﬁ%ﬁ I




From Brunl, a reinforced platoon of Company & attacked east
at 071200 nd secured Berzdorf after a short, sharp fight; After
company ¥ came up and took over the town, the platoon from T ad-
vanced to the superhighway, where it installed a road bloeck, and
thien eent patrols to the Rhine. Meanwhlle, the I and R platoon
cleared the western suburbs of Brunl, while Company K cleared
Sechitem.

The by-passed "budlands™ between Liblar and éghl Were a==mvo
cleared by the oavalry, assisted by the 26 Inf. The eneny in
this pocket had besn cut off by the capture of Bruhl; hence, the
mopping up process was not hard.

On the whole, Caﬁt LaTley felt that the resistance encounterad
was about what was expected. The over-printed 1:25,000 meps proved
accurste and most helpful. Fortunately, meny of the prepered pos-

itions were found unoccupied.

Prisoners Total PWs from 26 February thruugh 14 March, inclusive
were 1028, plus 79 Italians.

Casualties TFor the period 26 February - 9 March:

KIA MIA WIA Total
Officers 2 1 8
EM 29 'E 165
Total ol 10 183 214

Franklin Ferriss, Capt., AUS
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FROM THE ROER TO THE RHINE (25 February - 8 March)

«6 Inf, lst Inf Div
Interview with Capt Cedric A. Lafley, S-2 (since Oct.,'44)
Held at the regt'l CP at Bruchhausen (659228), Germany, 16 March

Capt Frenklin Ferriss, Interviewer

The 26 Inf was not in "pesk condition” prior to this operation.
This view is based on the fact that the regt had had only one day
‘wheu it was not in,cﬂntacﬁ with the enemy since its hard fight to
xm breach the Siegfried Line - "for a second time"™ - in the xkmxpf
early part of February. Reinforcements had come in since then, but
the regt was not cuite up to T/0 strength.

The 26 Inf held a battalion front west of the Roer prior to
20 February. Opﬁ%iﬁﬁ them was the 3534 VG Div, particularly, the
941lst Regt, which had been holding the Roer River line since NOoVe,
. 1944. These German troops had not suffered much, desplte out harassing
artillery. They lived either in comfortable basements or in well dug

lay mines and
shelters. They had had plenty of time to/prepare good defensive
positions. The 26 Inf was familiar with these latter, as a result
of reconnaissance, aerial photos, and the overprinted 1:25,000 maps.
The 26 Inf's initial mission wes to clean out a pocket east

of the Roer River formed by a bend in the river on the e xtrene
right of the lst Div's sector. The most important part of this
mission was the seizing of Hill 388, which dominated much of the
terrain west of the rivaf, particwlarly Ober- and Unteraaﬁbﬁch.
This high ground was known to be well defended. To avoid a frontal

assault, the plan called for the 26 Inf ﬁﬂ cross on the 16 Inf's




‘bridge north of Kreuzau. The three battalions crossed over this
bridge during the afternoon and evening of 25 Febfuary, the 3d and
2d Bns goimgximisxposiiiomsxxkxsmzm crossing first, as they were
to "carry the ball"™ in the next day's attack.

Attack on 26 Februery The 3d En ﬁaa the spearhead. It Jjumped off
from a LD‘un the south side of XKreuzau before daylight. With tanks
following, 1%t mﬁved into Udingen under cover of darkness and without
difficulty. Seven PWs were captured in the cellars of the town.
From Udingen the 34 Bn went on to Boich. As 1t cleared Udingen, the
2d Bn came through and attacked for Hill 388, via the two towns east
only partly
of the hill. xmzxxmf The enemy's prepered positions were/outflanked
by this attack from the eaat.ﬂ;;;’the defenders had lots of mortar
fire at their disposel, 4 or 5 SP guns, and the artillery fire from
the Si was heavy and well-adjusted. The morgle of the 94lst Regt
(3534 VG Div) at this stage of the operation was good. Altogether,
the 24 Bn took considerable casualties 1in cé}uring their objective.
The regimental total was 6 XIA and 46 WIA Xzx on 26 February, and
this was the highaat.figure;?; the entire advance from the Roer to
th@ Rhine. Prisoners captured that day weére also the most of any
-day: 264.

The 3d Bn's attack on Boich, like its attack on Uding:n,
achieved surprise. Capt Lafley feels .that an important Tactor in_
this was that neither attack was preceded Ey artillery preparation.
However, he points out that the element of surprise was closely

related to the fact that artillery support was being used by the

friendly units attecking on both left and right flanks of the 26 Inft.
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Another notable point in ) nf's reduction of its
initial objectives sast of the Roer was that the engineers removed
in the naborhood of 1000 schu mines from the east bank of the river
in the 26 Inf's sector. Had the regt tried to force its way thru
these minefields, it would have run into a lot of trouble. heoesthsr,

Altogether, Capt Lefley fesles that the regt accomplished its

mission as quickly and with as few casualties as possible.

ATter securing the above objectives on 28 February, the
<0 Inf had only a holding mission o# the lst Div's exposed right

flenk, taking over towns from the 186 Inf.

— The Attack on Erp (1 March The regt's freshest Bun, the lst, was

chosen to take Zrp. Gladbach, which had Just been ecaptured by the
16 Inf, was the assembly area. Jumping off £rm at 1800 frqm a 1D
east of the Neffel River, Companies B and C, with their tanks left
behind on call, advanced toward Zrp on either side of +he Gladbach-~
irp road. Combat engineers came righ+t behind the infantry, swesping
tQa road for mines to permit the tanks to come guick as soom as
their help was needed. o artillery preparation was employed.

(In short, a typicel 26 Inf tank-infantry attack was executed.)
Some measure of surprise was apparently achieved, for no artillery
fire interdicted the advance of the two assault companies. The
dttackers were also fortunate in not running into any mines.
However, ihzxkowmxm® “rp was protected by communication trenches

on the outskirts of the town, as aerisl photos had shown, and the
trenehes ﬁ%e manned by troops of the 94lst Regt plus one or two
training Bns. Their small arms énd mortar fire were backed by

four 88 mmy guns. The fight lasted all night and well into the morn-
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ing of 2 March. The lst Bn's tanks and TD's gave invaluable support
in driving the defenders from thelir positions, but the fmu: E8 mm

guns did succeed in pulling out to the east.

< March The 3d Bn relieved the lst Bn in Erp during the day.
Neither Bn was given the 1ission of clearing the patch of woods
1% kms SE of Erp, and this, as it latter proved, was a missed
opportunity. For in taking Bruhl on 7 March, the 2d Bn captured .
Col Hans Martin, CO of the 941st Regt, who stated. that his oP
during the battle for Erp was located in. this pateh of woods. In
fact, Col Martin stayed at this CP with only 21 men for 24 hours after
Erp Tell, waiting for permission from higher headquarters to withdraw.
A company of armored infantry, according to Col Martin, passed
right by the house in which his GP was located.
From Erp the 26 Inf's axis of advance was Lechenich -

Liblar - Bruhl. The 3d Bn shoved off from Zrp in another night
attack, commencing about 1900. Again no artillery fire interdicted
the advance. But Lechenich wﬁs protected by an affectiua anti-tank
obstacle, the Roth River. It was only five yards across at most,
but all bridges had been blown, and so the infantry had to do most
of the cleaning out of Lechenich by themselves. The attack had to
be pressed, for the Eﬁ Bn was sch%&led to attack out of Lechenich

fur‘Liblar and Blessem prior to daylight. The supporting enginesrs
had_a busy night of it. In addition %o installing a treadway bridge
over the Roth during darkness, they had to remove a cmﬁple of
log barricades that effectively blocked the main road through
Lechenich. Thig prublem_ﬁad been foreseen, and a bulldozer was at

hand to expedite the removal of the logs. Still, each one was shout
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an hourts job, and the work had %o be done while the infantry was
cleaning out the town. In fact, PWs were still belng capbtured as
late as daylight. (Capt Lafley mentioned the 48 Inf (12 VG Div) as

being prominent in the fight for Lechenich.)

Breaching the Erft River Line, 8~4 larch

- The road from Lechenich to Liblar runs due east two s
across table-flat terrain, then crosses the Zrft River and turns
NE to Liblar, which is about one km beyond the Zrft. The river is

anti-tank '
a most effective/obstacle, being 25-30 yards wide at this point.
Eest of Liblar the ground rises gradually for two to three kms,
until 1t reaches the crest of the Cologne Ridge, some 40 meters
above the plain west of the Erft. The combidetion of the river and
the commending ground east of it maRe this a natural defensive line.
The Germans had dug a lot of trenches on this high ground, and had
fresh troops prepared to man them. The latter fact, as well as
the location of the trenches, was known in advance.

Col Seitz, the CO of the 26 Inf, gave.hié 2d Bn, which
had not had en offensive mission since it captured Hill 388, the
job of ecracking this line. Both Blessem and Liblar were included
in the 2d Bn's goose-egg, and & simultaneous assault on both was
planned. Blessem was Company G's objective, while Liblar was the
goal of Cos % and F. The attaﬁk commenced at 030445 lMarch. The
infantry covered the two ks to the Erft end waded across befors it
was light. The construction of a treadway bridge at the site of the

old one was undertaken promptly, but the Zd'En moved fast and

before its supporting armor got across, the doughboys had cleansd

.out both lLiblar and Blessen.

[:E%fffff1 The tanks and TD's did arrive, however, in time %o
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_assist in repulsing the counterattack which the enemy launched
gbout 1000 that.mmrning. About two companies of infantry and five
tanks advanced from the SE. They never got into town. Defensive

fires of all calibres, including 155 howitzers, broke it up and |
The following day (4 March)
the attacking force retired to Qber Liblar. TR E s RN AN 2T pXs

the 2d Bn pursued its attackers into OberlLiblar, where it ca ptured
what was left of both companies. They belonged %o the 3d Bn of

the 4th Fortress Regt, which, it should be noted, had not been
cﬂmmitted west of the Erft.

(3 Maxreéh)
That night/the lst Bn attacked out of Lechsnich to capture

Bliesheim, three kus to the Si. Again there was no artillery pre-
paration and the Bn got into town without much difficulty. The
enemy's defenses really were not in Bliesheim, but on the high ground
east of the town and the Erft ﬁiver, which flows through it. The
bridge was as usual blown, but the first Bn weded across and overran
these defenses before it was light, capturing most of the 8th Co,
od Bn, éthiFﬂrtrass Regt. IT was discovered that the line of trenches
iiiﬂ not completely dug, and furthermore, not even all those which
had been dug were manned. XiExXRzyxfhexfithsd the lst Bn continued
sast into the woods two lkms, cutting the ﬁuskirchan—snlmgne highway.
The talrd battalion ceame through Bliesheim and sdvanced onto the

of 5 March.
right of the lst Bn during the afterncon/t It had cleared 3/4 of the

woods east of Bliesheim befdre it buttoned up.

6 March  Just before daybreak the 3d Bn continued its attack to

clear the Gmlngne Ridge and in particular to capture Walberberg.
Simultaneously, the lstvBn on the left hit for Badorf and Pingsdorf.

‘The principél defense of these towns mxx consisted of 20 mm AA guns,
AT
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which had been moved into prepared™ s along the ridge west
of the towns. SP and artillery fire from east of the Rhine was
also met. The defending troops were couposed of some 30 different
units, and it took some hard fightiﬁg to neutralize their fire.
From the 1D east, however, the Ist and 3d Bns were attacking from
high ground, and this was an important asset. By mid-morning both

Bns were on their objectives.

The Capture of Bruhl, 7 llarch

The 2d Bn wes rellseved in the vic of Liblar and Ober Liblar

on the 6th by elements of the 1l4th Cavalry Group. (The open-face
mines east of Liblar had been purposely by-passed;. hence, a defen=
sive line had to be held here.) The 2d Bn moved by motor to Pings-
dorf the same evening and attacked for the final regimental objective,
Bruhl, at 070600. To everyone's surprise, the battélion went through
Bruhl "like a dose of salts". Only one American was wounded in taking
the town. The Germens'! morale had obviously gone to hell. Tt was

on this attack that Col Hans Martin, CO of the 941lst Regt, was
captured. Martin was outspoken in his praise of the 26 Inf'a.night

attacks

The remaining 5-6 kms to the Rhine were cleared by the
14th Cavalry. They got a number of PWs, but the going was not héavy.
| The by-passed "badlands" between Liblar and Bruhl were also cleared
by the cavalry, assisted by the 26 Inf. The enemy in this pocket
had besn cut off by the capture of Bruhl; hence, the mopping up

process was not hard.

On the whole, Capt Lafley felt thatithe resistance encoun-

tered was about what was =fhe over-printed 1:25,000 meps
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praved accurate and most helpful. Fortunately, many of the prepared

positions were found unoccupied.

Prisoners Total PWs from 26 February through 14 March, inclusive,
were 1028, plus 79 Italians.

Casualties TFor the period 28 February - 9 Yarch:

KIA MIA WIA Totad
Cfficers 2 1 g /
oM 29 9 1585 207
Total 31 10 173 214

Franklin Ferriss, Capt., AUS




